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Recently, I had the pleasure of attending the ‘XXIX Jornadas de TEA’, representing TESOL-
SPAIN. I say pleasure, because for many reasons, it was an intensely positive experience, as 
TEA always is. The pleasure started as soon as I arrived. The venue was the Hotel Semiramis 
in Puerto de la Cruz where they usually hold their jornadas and luckily, after the heavy rains 
of the previous days, it just stopped raining that very day. 
  
With 13 speakers and about 70 participants, the jornadas started Thursday afternoon with a 
plenary session: 'Proceso de elaboración de la rúbrica general en lenguas extranjeras” by 
Catalina Trujillo la Roche. This was followed by two talks for primary and secondary by local 
teachers from the Canary Islands on different ways to implement CLIL in primary education 
and ‘Web 2.0 in a CLIL classroom’. 
  
On Friday morning, Shawn Redwood woke us up with a practical talk about an approach to 
scaffolding authentic texts for the bilingual classroom. At the end of the morning David 
Bradshaw proved to us that peer correction is a useful technique when teaching writing. After 
the lunch break, Maite Molina took us back to the rubrics, how to use them, what they are 
used for, and provided us with some samples. Then Nina Lauder showed us how to build 
interest and create curiosity in our lessons while Jamie Kiddie entertained us with his video 
telling, a classroom technique which combines story telling with visual materials; how a 
videoclip can be turned into a whole-class event. 
  
On Saturday we had a tour of the British places in Puerto de la Cruz, we visited the Anglican 
Church and Sitio Litre, a mansion and the orchid gardens, the oldest gardens in Tenerife 
where we were offered coffee. The mansion was purchased by Sir Archibald Little, a British 
merchant whose family owned the house, thereby the name Little’s Place, in Spanish ‘Sitio 
Litre’. Among the numerous party guests sir Richard Burton, Alexander Von Humbolt and 
Agatha Christie, who was so inspired by the gardens that she wrote one of her novels, basing 
the plot in Puerto de la Cruz ‘the mysterious Mr. Queen’. 
  
After the tour the participants visited the British library, where the closing plenary, ‘La 
arquitectura británica en Canarias, el valle de la Orotava’, was held. Unfortunately I wasn’t 
able to attend it as I had to hurry to the airport to get my flight back, but I flew home with 
my head buzzing with the rubrics and scaffolding of THE TEAM EFFECT. 
  
Blanca Días 
Secretary TESOL-SPAIN 
	  


